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	PQ-USA Exhibits

Participation Summary




During the 1950 and 1960’s Czech and Slovak stage design, known as scenography in Europe, was gaining world-wide attention, especially through the exciting work of Joseph Svoboda who was involved with projects around the world.  The Czech success in winning international attention for scenography led to an offer from Prague to host an international exhibition of stage design once every four years. Since its premiere in 1967, the international exhibition has been held regularly every four years, and has come to be known as the PQ, Prague Quadrennial.  

1967, the first PQ had 19 countries participating without any attendance or participation by the USA.

1971 a delegation of USA designers attended the PQ to see what it was all about.

1975 was the USA’s first participation in the PQ where 250 individual designs were exhibited in the National Scneography forum and Peter Fink prepared an Architectural Exhibit with a catalog published by USITT, Theatre Design 1975.  Both exhibits received an “Honorable Mention” by the PQ.

1979 the USA exhibit was a retrospective of American Designers from the Robert L B Tobias collection called “An American Collection.”  Designers represented in the exhibit included Robert Edmond Jones, Norman Bel Geddes, Eugene Berman, Oliver Smith and their contemporaries.

1983 funding was not forthcoming and debt was still being paid off for the 1975 USA exhibit, so there was no scenography exhibit from the USA at this PQ.  However, an architectural exhibit of George Izenour’s work was at the 1983 PQ and received a “Special Citation.”  A large delegation from the USA led by Eric Fielding attended the 1983 PQ and was disappointed that USA scenography was not represented and resolved to have the USA represented at the next PQ.

1987 PQ preparation for the USA involved a great deal of effort from a wide range of interested parties who raised funds, conceived, designed and built the USA scenography exhibit for the PQ.  That USA exhibit received the highest recognition of all the exhibits at the 1987 PQ wining the prized “Golden Triga, Grand Prize.”  That exhibit also traveled to other sites including Amsterdam, New York, Milwaukee, and other sites in the USA.  Many contributed to the success of this exhibit including Joel Ruben, Randy Earle, David Hand, Patricia MacKay, Doug Schmidt, John Lee Beatty, Roger Morgan, Sam Scripps, John Conklin, Jennifer Tipton, Carrie Robbins, John Lee, Michele LaRue, Stan Miller, Roberta Foscia, David Ramsey, North Carolina School of the Arts Scene Shop and others.

1991 the USA exhibit followed the PQ theme of showing productions of Mozart Operas and received a “Gold Medal” for best theme exhibit.  Also this year was the first exhibit of student work at the PQ and the USA participate.

1995 the USA exhibit was designed by Eric Fielding and produced by Arnold Aronson.  A student exhibit was also produced by Arnold and Sarah Nash Gates.  Gabriel Berry’s work was recognized at this PQ by receiving a “Silver Medal” for costume design.
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Reference: “The Prague Quadrennial & the U.S.A.” by Joel Rubin, TD&T, Fall 1995, pages 26-29.
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